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DIGITAL PHILOLOGY - PROJECT SUMMARY 

Visualizing Ovid’s Metamorphoses 

 

The project carried on by Ilaria Panarotto aims to bring together literary and visual sources 

to better interpret one in the light of the other. 

 

Thanks to the data available from the ICONOS database ̶ an online project of the 

Department of History of Art and Entertainment of the University of Rome La Sapienza, it 

has been compiled a dataset containing the mythological subjects narrated in Ovid’s 

Metamorphoses and European works of art inspired by them realized between sixteenth and 

seventeenth century. 

Among all the beautiful stories mentioned in the Metamorphoses, five case studies have 

been selected to eventually be visualized along with three matching works of art and a 

visual rendering of the textual part. The case studies chosen are the myths of Prometheus, 

Apollo and Daphne, Daedalus and Icarus, Orpheus and Eurydice, and Venus and Adonis as 

told in Ovid’s work: the portions of text relating to these stories were processed with the 

VoyantTools application to extrapolate world clouds which visually display the 35 most 

recurring and significant words within each myth. Finally, a dynamic webpage has been 

created through the StoryMap Builder feature of the ArcGis online environment, where the 

user can move between the original Latin sources turned to visual ones and the artistic items 

related to them. A previously generated report of the database has proven useful to insert the 

information inside the page. The user can navigate the page either scrolling down or 

selecting the case study directly from a menu. The page includes: 

 

1. an introduction to the project; 

2. a brief summary of each myth, accompanied by a world cloud with the Latin relevant 

words; 

3. an iconographic description of the artistic sources, along with technical information 

about the specific item and a comment about its relationship with the textual source; 

4. final credits. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://voyant-tools.org/

